**Police patrol streets as a countrywide shutdown begins.**

Zimbabwean authorities on March 30th began enforcing a three‐week lockdown in its fight against the spread of Covid‐19. President **Emmerson Mnangagwa** declared a 21‐day "total" lockdown from March 30th curtailing movement within the country, shutting most shops and suspending flights in and out of Zimbabwe.

Police mounted checkpoints on routes leading to Harare\'s central business district, stopping cars and turning away pedestrians who had no authorisation to be in the area. Elsewhere, truckloads of metropolitan and national police armed with batons were on patrol, ordering people back to their homes.

"We don\'t want to see people here on the streets. We don\'t want to see people who have no business in town just loitering," a policewoman said through a loud hailer. "Everyone to their homes." Police in riot gear dispersed people standing in small groups at the Copacabana minibus terminus, which is usually abuzz with people including foreign currency dealers.

For many of the country\'s 16m people, who are already suffering a grim economic recession, the lockdown means even tougher hardship. Some in Harare were trying to leave the city for rural villages. "We would rather spend the 21 days at our rural home, where we don\'t have to buy everything. I can\'t afford to feed my family here when I am not working," said Most Jawure.

In second city Bulawayo, located in the southwest, police on horseback and others on bicycles were dispersing people at marketplaces. Kelvin Moyo, an informal trader from Bulawayo\'s Entumbane township, complained about the short notice given to prepare for the lockdown. "We only had the weekend to set aside food for 21 days," said Moyo. "Food is now expensive in Zimbabwe and money is hard to come by."

"We live from hand to mouth," he said. "In reality, we are all doomed. I am just praying something will come up mid‐way, or else me and my wife and kids, we will die of hunger." (*© AFP 30/3 2020*)

**Civil Servants to Rotate Duty Shifts:** Civil servants will now rotate duty shifts starting March 27th after President Mnangagwa ordered all government employees to take turns to report for duty as the state begins to take measures to reduce contact among the population.

Teachers, who make up the majority of the workers in the public service, are already on an indefinite leave after government directed schools and tertiary institutions to close on March 24th. More than 158,994 civil servants are on the government\'s payroll.

All government departments and ministries will have one third of their staff at work for two weeks; two thirds will be at home, and after two weeks, another one third will come in and the other two thirds remain at home. (*ZBC Radio Zimbabwe 25/3*)
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========

**Algeria:** President **Abdelmadjid Tebboune** ordered a total lockdown of the northern Blida province ‐ the epicentre of the coronavirus epidemic in the country ‐ as efforts to stem its spread were ramped up. Privately owned *Echourouk* website reported on March 23rd that the president had placed Blida under a 10‐day lockdown and the capital Algiers under a partial curfew. *(BBC Monitoring 23/3)*

**Angola:** On March 25th President **João Lourenço** declared a state of emergency from March 27th, as part of the measures to fight the coronavirus pandemic. On March 31st Ministry of Interior spokesperson Waldemar Jose said that the police had detained 37 individuals throughout the country over violations of the directives imposed in light of the emergency. He also apologised for the "excesses" of some members of the force and reiterated that law enforcement agents who broke the law would be brought to justice. *(angop.ao 25, 31/3)*

**Benin:** President **Patrice Talon** announced on March 29th that Benin could not enforce public confinement because it lacked the "means of rich countries" to fight the Covid‐19 pandemic. He did announce from March 30th a *cordon sanitaire* around eight major urban areas, including the business capital Cotonou where public transport was halted. But questions have been asked about the lack of protective measures. A student demonstration at Cotonou\'s Abomey‐Calvi university earlier in March calling for classes to be halted ended with one protester dead. Schools, churches and mosques were ordered to close on March 22nd. *(© AFP 29/3 2020)*

**Botswana:** Two men convicted of murder were executed on March 28th in one of the few democracies to still enforce the death penalty. The latest executions bring to four the number of hangings since President **Mokgweetsi Masisi** was elected in October 2019. Moabi Seabelo Mabiletsa, 33, and his co‐accused Matshidiso Tshid Boikanyo, 39, were hanged in the capital Gaborone, the prison services said in a statement. The two were handed the death sentence for the murder of a taxi driver in 2014. *(© AFP 28/3 2020)*

**Burundi:** Clashes between a mysterious armed group and the security forces supported by groups of youth took place in the last week of February, with the reported deaths of up to 22 "rebels" and two police officers. Civil society groups also condemned the extrajudicial execution of about 10 prisoners, calling them an "act of barbarism" by the security forces and the youth group known as '**Imbonerakure**', which the United Nations (**UN**) describes as a militia. *(Radio France Internationale 29/2)*

**Central African Republic:** At least 13 people were killed in fighting in Ndele town in the northern province of Bamingui‐Bangoran between rival factions of the Popular Front for the Rebirth of Central Africa (**FPRC**), one of the country\'s largest militias, United Nations (**UN**) officials said on March 12th.

The FPRC in 2019 split into two factions ‐ the Runga ethnic group on one side, including FPRC\'s military chief Abdoulaye Hissene, and rival fighters from the Gula and Kara ethnic communities on the other. "The combat on March 11th was a consequence of an attack on the town by the Gula faction of the FPRC," a UN official said. There have been clashes between Runga and Gula in Ndele, which is under FPRC control, since the start of March. *(© AFP 12/3 2020)*

Research published on the International Crisis Group (**ICG**) website shows that more than a year after the signing of an agreement between the government and armed groups *(Vol. 56 p. 22192C)*, CAR has still not emerged from crisis. Further tensions are even mounting as the country moves towards the elections announced for December 2020.

Interviewed on *Radio France Internationale* on March 24th, the researcher, Hans De Marie Heungoup, said that the situation was somewhat ambiguous. "Since the signing of the agreement, nearly 1,500 soldiers had been deployed, gendarmes as well as policemen... and we can see regional representatives, sub‐regional representatives, who are taking up their duties again in the places they had previously fled," he said.

"However, in a large part of the country, this presence remains nominal, if not to say cosmetic. As a result, the day‐to‐day administration is still in the hands of armed groups that have control over all the functions of the state. The UN, which is also present on the spot, is overstretched and is unable to dislodge all these armed groups, or else impose the law in all of the 16 prefectures of CAR." *(RFI 24/3)*

**The Gambia:** President **Adama Barrow** declared a state of public health emergency from March 27th over Covid‐19. All non‐essential food outlets in all markets and enclosed shopping areas would be closed, as well as bars, cafes, cinemas, gyms, museums, nightclubs and sporting venues. *(©AFP 20, 23/3 2020; BBC Monitoring 27/3)*

**Ghana:** Ghana has announced a two‐week lockdown in the country\'s two main regions from March 30th to curb the spread of coronavirus. The move came as the authorities reported 137 confirmed cases, including four deaths.

President **Nana Akufo‐Addo** said there would be "restrictions on movement of persons in the Greater Accra Metropolitan Area and the Greater Kumasi Metropolitan Area and contiguous districts for a period of two weeks".

He said residents would only be allowed to go out to buy food, water and medicines and to use public toilets. Ghana had already closed schools, suspended public events and banned large gatherings. *(©AFP 28/3 2020)*

**Guinea Bissau:** President **Umaro Sissoco Embalo** ordered immediate closure of all land, air and sea borders of the country due to the coronavirus pandemic on March 18th. He also ordered the closure of all markets and commercial sites in the capital.

''Anyone who does not comply will be punished by law,'' said Embalo as he addressed the nation.

Unlike its two neighbours, **Senegal** and **Guinea**, Guinea‐Bissau had not recorded any case of coronavirus at the time. *(PANA, Ziguinchor 18/3)*

**Madagascar:** President **Andry Rajoelina** on March 22nd ordered lockdowns in Madagascar\'s two main cities from the 23rd to try to contain the spread of the coronavirus across the poor Indian Ocean nation. The measures apply only to the capital Antananarivo and Toamasina in the east.

However, *AFP* reported on March 23rd that impoverished citizens have largely ignored orders to stay home. For many, the need to provide for their families has trumped fears of catching the deadly respiratory disease. *(©AFP 22, 23/3 2020)*

**Mauritania:** Mauritania has announced the closure of its border with **Mali** as part of its measures to prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus in the country, thus completing the closure of all of its borders, media outlets have reported.

Privately owned *Al‐Akhbar* news agency highlighted the news that Mali had announced its two first coronavirus cases, both Malian nationals who had recently returned from **France**.

Mauritania had previously closed the rest of the borders it shares with **Algeria**,**Western Sahara** and **Senegal**. It had also implemented a series of measures to counter the virus, including imposing curfews and closing airports. *(BBC Monitoring 23, 25/3)*

**Mauritius:** 98 people have been arrested in Mauritius for breaching curfew orders, the Port‐Louis‐based *Defi Media Group* reported, quoting Deputy Commissioner of Police Krishna Jhugroo.

Anyone who does not respect the curfew is liable to a 500‐rupee (US\$12) fine and a six‐month prison term.

Mauritius is under a complete lockdown until March 31st. *(Defi Media Group 25/3)*

**Rwanda:** Rwanda went into total shutdown on March 22nd, with all "unnecessary movements" banned except for healthcare, food, or banking. Kigali deployed policemen and soldiers across the country to enforce the lockdown and warned that anyone found violating it would be arrested or fined. The borders were closed completely, except for goods and cargo and returning citizens, authorities said. Anyone arriving in Rwanda would be subject to a 14‐day quarantine at designated locations.

The Ministry of Health called for heightened vigilance among Rwandans, and rigorous observance of the enhanced prevention measures announced by the government.

Scores of people in different parts of the country were arrested in the course of the week for violating the lockdown protocols. Authorities too had to contend with pastors secretly gathering congregations to preach and pray, individuals moving out of their homes against the regulations requiring them to stay indoors, and commercial transporters who continued to ply their trade in the hope that they would evade police. *(The New Times 29/3; © AFP 22/3 2020; The EastAfrican 28/3)*

**Senegal**: Senegal on March 23rd declared a state of emergency in the face of the new coronavirus pandemic as well as a dusk‐to‐dawn curfew starting on March 24th. "The speed of the progress of the disease requires us to raise the level of the response," President **Macky Sall** said in a televised address to the nation.

Sall had on March 14th announced strict measures aimed at slowing the spread of coronavirus, including banning public gatherings, closing schools and cancelling April 4th Independence Day festivities. (*© AFP 23/3 2020*)

Ten thousand officers have been deployed to enforce government measures. (*BBC Monitoring 31/3*)

**Sierra Leone**: Sierra Leone said it would suspend all flights incoming and outgoing from March 21st until further notice. The former British colony was badly hit by the 2014‐2016 West Africa Ebola outbreak, which killed almost 4,000 people in the country. (*©AFP 19/3 2020*)

President **Julius Maada Bio** announced a year‐long state of emergency despite no confirmed coronavirus cases during an address on television on March 25th, highlighting the risk to human life. "This is not a lockdown and nobody must use this as an excuse to hoard goods, hike prices or engage in acts of lawlessness," said Maada Bio. "This public emergency is not going to make the lives of Sierra Leoneans difficult or unbearable." (*Radio France Internationale 25/3*)

The president has activated procedures which were originally put in place to fight the Ebola virus, including banning all government officials from travelling abroad and limiting public gatherings to a maximum of 100 people.

In a surprise move, Bio also invited members of the opposition to join in efforts to fight the spread of the disease. *(Deutsche Welle 18/3)*

**Tanzania:** Opposition leaders in Tanzania were criticising the government\'s response to the coronavirus after President **John Magufuli** said he would never close down places of worship.

While Tanzania has been taking the same measures against coronavirus as other African nations ‐ closing schools, quarantining foreign arrivals, and banning public events ‐ Magufuli\'s government has refused to close down churches. At a Sunday service on March 22nd, Magufuli said the virus is "satanic" and therefore cannot thrive in churches.

Supporters say the president\'s vow to keep churches open is designed to comfort people and prevent fear over the coronavirus. But it also risks discouraging the public from taking preventive measures seriously. (*VOA 27/3*)

**Zambia**: Zambia been rocked by incessant gang attacks since December 2019, and the fear and anger have led to local vigilante groups retaliating, rioting and even lynching suspected gang members. The police have recorded at least 50 deaths from 668 cases of attacks and rioting, as well as making 566 arrests.

President **Edgar Lungu** has promised to end the chemical attacks that have rocked the largely peaceful nation. Addressing the nation in parliament, Lungu said the country was "under attack from unknown people... out to destabilise our peaceful nation".

He accused some traditional and church leaders of fuelling and instigating the attacks, and warned them that "the law will soon catch up with you".

Lungu described the deaths of those shot by police "in the ensuing confusion" as "regrettable", and that he was considering setting up a commission of inquiry to probe the attacks.

The leader of the main opposition United Party for National Development (**UPND**), **Hakainde Hichilema**, has denied any involvement in the attacks, accusing the ruling Patriotic Front of using them to target political rivals.

A known supporter of the ruling party**, Kabaso Mulenga**, is among those arrested and is facing murder charges. He has previously posted pictures of himself posing in military uniform and brandishing a firearm. (*ZBC TV 6/3; © AFP 6/3 2020*) **Gas attacks cause panic p.22635B**
